
Legion Family Update
American Legion Post 283 Pacific Palisades

COMING UP THIS MONTH ...

April 1
EASTER

 
April 3

Chair Yoga 10 a.m.
 

April 4
Finance Committee Meeting 1 p.m.

 
April 5

Aerobics 10 a.m.
 

April 7
PACK Dog Training 10:30 am

 
April 9

PAPA Meeting 5:30 p.m.
 

April 10
Chair Yoga 10 a.m.

Executive Committee Meeting 5:30 p.m.
 

April 11
SAL Executive Committee Meeting 5:30 p.m.

 
April 12

Aerobics 10 a.m.
 

April 14
PACK Dog Training 10:30 am

 
April 17

Chair Yoga 10 a.m.
 

April 18
Palisades Post 283 Legion

and Auxiliary Membership Meeting 5:30 p.m.

Nominations for Officers from the Floor
Nominations will be accepted from the floor

for Post Commander, 1st Vice, 2nd Vice,
Finance Officer and Two Executive Committee-

person positions.

April 19
Aerobics 10 a.m.

SAL Membership Meeting 5:30 p.m.
 

April 21
PACK Dog Training 10:30 a.m.

 
April 23

District 24 Meeting at Hollywood Post 43
Women Veterans Night 5:30 p.m.

 
April 24

Chair Yoga 10 a.m.
 

April 26
Aerobics 10 a.m.

 
April 28

PACK Dog Training 10:30 a.m.

All events held at Post 283 at 15247 La Cruz Drive,
in Pacific Palisades unless otherwise noted



MESSAGE FROM
THE COMMANDER’S CORNER

Greetings Legion Family! When the time comes to prepare 
these newsletter articles for our monthly communiqué, I can’t 
help but be amazed how busy we are each and every month 
and when I say, “we”, I mean “US” the Legion Family. I know 
our Auxiliary doesn’t need our help as the Ladies have been 
running the place for decades with their activities including 
the lunches and dinners. However, it doesn’t hurt to say we, 
Legionnaires, help albeit occasionally.   For example, the 
Ladies held yet another successful St. Patrick’s luncheon, for 
which I and a couple of Legionnaires assisted by serving food, bussing tables but more 
importantly engaging with our Veterans from the VA and CalVet homes.

Also keeping us busy this month was the Department Executive Committee (DEC) 
Meeting in Santa Maria March 9th thru the 11th 2018. I was a witness to the roll out 
of Post 283 sponsored, “Helmets for Heroes” VA & R program. These helmet piggy 
banks will allow for the collection of monies for California’s VA & R Foundation subsidy 
for Department of California’s VA & R Fund. Unfortunately, this program is severely 
underfunded as a direct result of the low fundraising performance efforts, notably the 
annual Department of California calendars and labels. Furthermore, The Ways and 
Means Committee will be selling Centennial Challenge Coins to include additional coins 
engraved with Post and District numbers. We look forward to seeing those out in the 
near future. Otherwise, the DEC Meeting was business as usual with one stipulation 
addressed by the District Commanders when speaking which identified Departmental 
processes, operational shortcomings and solutions were sought out to the issues 
they raised. One notable part always shocks me, I reported last year, the number of 
Legionnaires who transferred to Post Everlasting during this current Legion year. The 
American Legion is unquestionably hard-pressed to maintain membership levels with 
long term members going into Post Everlasting and the inability to connect with our Post 
9/11 veterans at a rate necessary to outpace this ongoing loss.

Later in the month, on March 17th, our recently elected 2nd Vice Commander, Janice 
Bowman (USCG) oversaw yet another successful St. Patrick’s Dinner and Dance while 
I was away at Fresno State attending a preview day for one of our children. I learned 
more about the ROTC than I ever thought I know but our son has decided to be a part 
of the Army ROTC and upon graduating will become a 2nd Lieutenant and a member of 
The American Legion. Sorry Noe ~ He’s my stat.

Speaking of membership, thanks in big part to 1st Vice Commander, Noe Aguirre’s, 
efforts and a few others like Assistant Sergeant-At-Arms, James Finestone, Janice 
Bowman, Joe Ramirez, many others including myself, Post 283 stands at 95%. We 
are extremely close to reaching the 100% membership goal for the 2nd year in a row. 



However, we have approximately 150 Post members who did not renew from last year. 
I would like to enlist all of you in reaching our goal by renewing if you have done so or if 
you know someone who hasn’t renewed please remind them, their presence and voice 
matters, especially to Congress. I’m also pleased to announce that we’ll be able to keep 
the Membership 1 - 2 punch going as the Past Commanders have endorsed me for 
another term as Post Commander and Noe Aguirre as 1st Vice Commander. Hopefully 
this endeavor will allow for a three peat of 100% membership provided that the same 
Post 283 membership leadership team goes forward to 2018-2019.

In regards to elections, nominations will be accepted from the floor at the next General 
Membership meeting in April for Post Commander, 1st Vice, 2nd Vice, Finance Officer 
and two Executive Committee-person positions. These are exciting times at this Post as 
we have a number of outstanding Post 9/11 Veterans running for office. Please come 
out and become involved but don’t forget to RSVP with the Front Office so we don’t run 
out of food!

We, Post 283 Legion Family, have accomplished a lot this past year. From our support 
of Community programs, assisting local veterans and their families, pursuing better 
communication and support for POW/MIA families, and finally the support of our Active 
Duty Guard and Reserve units still being deployed overseas to keep evil at bay away 
from our Homeland. We, the Post 283 Legion Family membership did all those things 
just this past year. I am looking forward to providing great news next month.

Finally, as we approach Easter, regardless if you celebrate this occurrence, please take 
a moment to reflect upon loved ones lost, Legion Family members recently transferred 
to Post Everlasting, our service members still serving at home and abroad and lastly 
give thanks to each other and our families.

~One Legion One Family~

Commander Jere Romano
Post 283



HELMETS FOR HEROES

Post members attended the 
Department Executive Committee 
Meeting in Santa Maria, March 9 to 
11. Topics included the Department 
of California fundraising campaign 
“Helmets for Heroes”. Change 
collected will help vets receive 
appropriate health care and delivery 
of earned benefits.

MARCH POST MEETING

Post 283 hosted a lively Membership 
Meeting on March 21. Legion, auxiliary 
and SAL members were in attendance. 
The featured speaker was Meg Prior. 
She discussed her embedment with 
the military in Iraq for the past eight 
years. The program highlighted women 
in combat and special forces.

Pictured at left, (from left) Commander 
Jere Romano, Meg Prior, 2nd Vice 

Commander Janice Bowman and 1st Vice 
Commander Noe Aguirre.

Pictured at right, former Post 283 Commanders 
Everett Maguire (seated) and Fred Votto enjoy the 
March Post Meeting.



LAW AND ORDER NIGHT

Post 283 May have been the safest 
spot in Southern California  on March 
26. The Post hosted the Annual 
Law and Order Night sponsored by 
American Legion District 24. With 100 
guests in attendance, law enforcement 
and fire personnel were presented with 
awards of merit to honor their stellar 
job performance.
 
Pictured above (from left), Event 

Organizer Tim Carr, Past Department Commander Hugh Crooks, Auxiliary Unit 283 
President Martha Romano, Post 283 Commander Jere Romano, Santa Monica 
Police Representative Jacob Holloway, guest, Laura Damon and Santa Monica Police 
Representative Darrik Jacob.

At right, members of the Los Angeles 
Fire Department Western Division are 
joined by District 24 Commander Mike 
Hjelmstad and Post 283 Commander Jere 
Romano as they gathered for the annual 
celebration of Law and Order Night.
 
Below, award recipient Yvonne Gutierrez 
(center) of Palisades Station 69 is joined 
by her fellow firefighters Koneval, 
Thompson, Escalante and Captain 
Kitahata.

Family and friends. Pictured below (from 
left), Andrew Bromley, Steven Own and 
Karly Loberg of the Beverly Hills Police 
Department, guests Erik Loberg, Kathy 
Loberg and Erika Loberg. Karly Loberg 
was the recipient of an award in honor of 
her outstanding service. She celebrated the 
evening with family and friends.



ST. PATRICK’S DAY DINNER 
DANCE

At right, guests enjoyed the dancing 
and many were decked out in the 
traditional green color of St. Pat’s 
Day.

Distinguished Guests!!! Below, 
James Higuera, Past Commander 
of the 19th District and Denise 
Conrad, National Executive 
Committeewoman from the 
Department of Ohio celebrated with 
Post 283 friends at the annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Dinner Dance.   

At right, the South Coast Swing 
Band entertained at the St. Patrick’s 
Dinner Dance on March 17. The 
music included a variety of tunes 
including “Danny Boy” and other Irish 
Favorites.



AUXILIARY MESSAGE

We are more than half way through our American Legion Auxiliary 
year. It is time to reflect on all the events, activities and programs 
we were able partake in. Soon will be reporting on all these items 
at our state convention in Sacramento. As we finish this year, we 
need to continue to serve in our communities as well as the active 
military, their families and veterans with the upcoming activities: Junior 
Conference, Girls State Tea, Education, Children and Youth, Poppy 
Program, Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation, Community Service, 
Americanism and National Security.

Our junior members will be traveling to Wonder Valley, Sanger, 
California for the weekend on April 27th. Four to Six Unit 283 
juniors will be participating in activities that will allow them to grow 
in knowledge of Legion Family, leadership building activities, team 
building activities and running for Junior Officer positions. A great experience for all Junior Auxiliary 
members.

Most recently, the Girls State program is in the final stages with interviews for delegates and 
alternates at the local high schools. Our unit will be making final selection in the upcoming weeks and 
the girls and family members will be hosed at Palisades Post 283 by the Auxiliary Palisades Auxiliary 
Unit 283 for our annual District 24 Girls State Tea. The candidates selected will be well on their way 
on an extraordinary journey to share for a life time.

We also hosted our annual St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon on March 12, 2018 at 11:30 am in which 
over 100 veterans were delighted by a traditional St. Patrick’s Day meal. A special thank you to Paul 
Revere orchestra for providing live entertainment for our veterans, who genuinely enjoyed the music. 
And a big thank you to our volunteers who tirelessly continue to serve those who served in our name.

Another very important program also in May, is our Poppy fundraiser. This program is vital in funding 
many activities for veterans as part of the Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation. All the proceeds go 
specifically to veteran needs and services. We have Poppy corsages and boutonnieres. We are 
asking for donations to increase the state VA & R fund.

Please continue to support our Auxiliary in all our programs as we carry on throughout the mission 
to serve, honor, support and enhance the lives of those who served, are serving and the their 
families. We strongly encourage your participation, ideas and assistance in supporting not only the 
achievements of the Unit but the strengthening of our Legion Family.

Please contact us with any questions at (310) 454-0527.

“One Legion, One Family”

Martha Romano, 
President, Palisades Auxilary Unit 283



ST. PAT’S VET LUNCH

Local veterans were served 
a traditional corned beef and 
cabbage lunch. Members of 
Auxiliary Unit 283 hosted and 
served at the event.

Pictured at right (from left), 
Auxiliary President Martha 
Romano, Vi Walquist, 
Delores Artis, Millie Mucia, 
Lynne Beveridge, Symphony 
Director Lara Jacques, Past 

Commander Dr.Mike Martini, 
Nancy Niles Marisa Jones, 
Nancy VanVlack, Ruth Hackney 
and Sherry Cornell.

More than 100 veterans 
celebrated St. Patrick’s with a 
luncheon and live music at Post 
283 on March 12.

A violin solo was part of the St. 
Patrick’s Luncheon honoring 
local veterans. The Paul 

Revere Middle School 27 member Symphony 
Orchestra performed for the appreciative crowd. 
An honorarium was given to Symphony Director 
Lara Jacques to help support the efforts of the 
music program.



SAL COMMANDER MESSAGE

Squadron 283 general meeting on March 15 was a 
success.
 
Dinner was corned beef and cabbage provided by 
Gelson’s market. The conversation before dinner was 
entertaining. A good time was had by all.
 
We had several special guests including Glen Schecter 
and Tom Ruck. Glen is Past Commander of Hollywood 
Squadron 43 and president of the LA Cemetery 
Association. Tom is from Post 291 and the Director of 
the National Cemetery, West Los Angeles. We also had 
the pleasure of hearing from Jay Grossman, president of 
“Homeless but Not Toothless”, a non-profit that provides 
dental care for veterans.
 
Our main speaker was Steve Travali, who is a dual member of post 283 and squadron 
283. He spoke of army training experiences at Fort Benning, Georgia and the 
determination and work it takes to become an Army Ranger.
 
Please join us for our April 19th General Meeting for dinner. Our speakers will be 
Marines from Camp Pendleton.

Tom Doran, 
SAL Commander



 

 

 

FRIDAY, MAY 4, 2018  

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA 
WELCOMES TO PASADENA, 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT DIANE 
DUSCHECK 

BANQUET HONORING AUXILIARY 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT 
Meet Diane Duscheck at her only Southern California visit on 

Friday evening, May 4, 2018. The Legion Club of Pasadena, 

home of the Sons of The American Legion Hall of Fame is 

hosting the American Legion Auxiliary National President, 

Diane Duscheck. A banquet is being planned by Pasadena 

Unit 13, in conjunction with the Department of California 

Auxiliary.  

Roast Pork Tenderloin or Pasta Primavera 

Please include your entrée selection with your payment 

$20 per person 

 

National President 
Banquet 

���� 

May 4, 2018 

American Legion Post 13 

No Host Cocktails 5:00 p.m. 

Dinner 6:00 p.m. 

Program 7:30 p.m.  

���� 

For more information 
contact Maureen Sacco 

Mighty-mo@usa.net 

(626) 340-8421 

���� 

Reservations & Payment 
required by April 26, 2018 

���� 

Mail payment to 131 N. 
Marengo Ave, Pasadena, 

CA 91101 or pay by 
credit/debit card by 
calling (626) 792-2158 

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 

Pasadena Unit 13 

(626) 792-2158 

 




