
Legion Family Update
American Legion Post 283 Pacific Palisades

COMING UP THIS MONTH ...
February 3

Post Level Oratorical Contest 10:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
 

February 4 
Super Bowl Party 3:30 p.m.

 
February 6

Chair Yoga 10 a.m.
 

February 7
Finance Committee Meeting 1:30 p.m.

 
SAL Executive Committee Meeting 5:30 p.m.

 
February 8

Aerobics 10 a.m. 
 

 February 10
Valentine’s Dinner Dance 5:30 p.m.

   
February 11

District Level Oratorical Contest at Hollywood Post 43
10:30 a.m. - 3p.m.

 
February 13

Chair Yoga 10:00 a.m.
 

Executive Committee Meeting 5:30 p.m.
 

 February 14
Valentine’s Day

 
February 15

Aerobics 10 a.m.
 

SAL Membership Meeting 5:30 p.m.
 

February 17
PACK Dog Training 10 a.m.

 

 February 19
Presidents Day

 
Palisades Post 283 Closed

 
February 20

Chair Yoga 10 a.m.
 

February 21
Post and Auxiliary Membership Meeting 5:30 p.m.

 
February 22

Aerobics 10 a.m.
 

February 24
Sensorimotor Psychotherapy Training

9:00 - 5:00 p.m.
 

February 25 
6th Area Level Oratorical Contest

10:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
 

February 26
District 24 Four Chaplains Program at Baltic Post 405 

5:30 p.m.
 

February 27
Chair Yoga 10 a.m.

= Denotes special patriotic event
         = Denotes special romantic event  

All events held at Post 283 at 15247 La Cruz Drive,
in Pacific Palisades unless otherwise noted



MESSAGE FROM
THE COMMANDER’S CORNER

I am excited to report to my Legion Family that with the help 
of our new Post Historian, David Tennebaum and Chaplain, 
Joe Ramirez, we have had a successful launch to our new 
social media campaign. From the creation of our own Youtube 
Channel (American Legion 283)  where we showcased our 
Lady Veterans Roundtable to hosting a full-house screening 
of ‘12 Strong’ at UCLA’s James Bridges Theater we hope 
to continue to successfully promote not only Post 283 but 
The American Legion as a whole. Given that over 400,000 
veterans reside in Los Angeles County, my goal is to generate enough interest with 
these veterans so that at a minimum they inquire as to who or what The American 
Legion is and potentially join us and strengthen not only our membership but also our 
voice in the community and nation.

That being said, the 1st Vice Noe Aguirre has really out-done himself and deserves 
full acknowledgment as the Post 283 currently sits at 85% with 51 new members. 
Outstanding job comrade Aguirre! Let’s join together with Noe as we still need 93 
new members or renewals to reach 100 % membership for the second year in a row. 
Membership is everyone’s responsibility.

Other housekeeping items include the filling of Post vacancies. We recently accepted 
nominations for the vacant positions of 2nd Vice Commander and Executive 
Committeeman for which on February 21st at our General Membership Meeting you’ll 
be asked to vote on either Joe Ramirez or Janice Bowman for 2nd Vice Commander 
and for Executive Committeeman one of the three nominees Mike Martini, John Moriarty 
or Ben Gifford. Clarification and Reminder, only Post 283 members in “good standing” 
will be allowed to cast a ballot at the next or subsequent elections. Please do not lose 
out on your continuous years of membership by waiting too long to renew. You can 
renew online at: legion.org/renew

Other newsworthy events include, our very own Legion Eagles softball team winning 
first place! During the January general membership, I was fortunate to preside over the 
first athletic trophy to be presented to the Post in many years. Janice Bowman, chair, 
led our Legion Eagles, made up of Legionnaires, Sons and Veterans to a single loss 
season in only its 3rd season of existence.

In addition Janice announced our new speakers’ engagement committee charged with 
securing interesting speakers for our future general membership meetings. In that vein, 
I’m pleased to announce that the Director of the VA Greater Los Angeles Healthcare 
System, Ann Brown, has accepted my invitation to speak at our February general 
membership meeting. She will provide us with an update to the issues and concerns 



over at the VA Campus and engage in a short Q and A after her presentation.

Finally, as we move through the month of February don’t forget about our Oratorical 
Contest on February 3rd and the free Annual Super Bowl viewing party on February 4th. 
Last but not least our Valentine’s Day dance on February 10th.

Please keep those whom moved on to Post Everlasting this past month in our hearts 
and remember those who are dealing with illness and loss.

~For God and Country~

Commander Jere Romano
Post 283



NEW YEAR’S EXTRAVAGANZA

Post 283 welcomed 2018 in with 
great style. The evening began 
with a sumptuous buffet diner and 
dancing to the music of the Baker 
Brothers Band. Two champagne 
toasts, one East Coast and one West 
Coast rang in the New Year. A DJ 
and light snacks carried the crowd 
into the early morning hours. 

Looking good!!! Martha and Jere Romano were gracious 
hosts as the Post celebrated New Years Eve.

SAL Squadron Chaplain Hank Elder, Legion Assistant Sergeant at Arms James Finestone  and Past Sal 
Squadron Commander Jim Yocum toast in the New Year at the Post 283 New Year celebration.

Twice the Fun. Life member Everett Maguire 
celebrated his 90th Birthday at the New Years 
Eve celebration at Post 283. Everett serves 
as an executive Committee Member for the 
Post and acts as an advisor to the Judge 
Advocate. Congratulations Everett!!!!!



NEW MEMBERS

Newly installed members were 
invited to introduce themselves at 
the January 17 General Membership 
Meeting.



TROPHY PRESENTATION

The Legion Eagles softball team, led 
by legion member Janice Bowman, 
were on hand to present the 1st 
Place trophy to Post 283 at the 
General Membership Meeting on 
January 17.  The team is made up 
of Legionnaires, Sons and Veterans. 
The team ended their third year 
of league play with a single loss 
season. GO EAGLES!!!

THANK YOU FROM POST 229!

Commander Jere Romano accepts 
a certificate of appreciation from 
Adelanto Post 229 Commander 
Bobby Brown. The certificate noted 
the contributions of Post 283 in 
the advancement of the American 
Legion programs and activities 
dedicated to God and Country. The 
presentation was made at the Post 
283 General Meeting on January 17.

USO, A HOME AWAY FROM HOME 
FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL

Post 283 Commander Jere Romano 
and 1st Vice Commander Noe 
Aguirre were escorted on a behind 
the scenes tour of the new USO 
facility being built on the first level of 
the iconic Theme Building at LAX.



AUXILIARY MESSAGE

Our Auxiliary Unit has renewed its commitment to the 
mission of our National organization of service; “In the 
spirit of Service, Not Self, the mission of the American 
Legion Auxiliary is to support The American Legion and 
to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing 
the lives of our veterans, military, and their families, 
both at home and abroad. For God and Country, we 
advocate for veterans, educate our citizens, mentor 
youth, and promote patriotism, good citizenship, peace 
and security.”

We will continue to explore new ideas and ways to grow 
in our core programs; Girls State, Education, Children 
and Youth, Poppy Program, Veterans Affairs and 
Rehabilitation, Community Service, Americanism and National Security. We have been 
working and collaborating with our Legion Family in support and strength in order to 
succeed in this endeavor. Everyone can support our mission and programs.

We have also been busy in our Department’s annual Executive Meeting which was 
held at the historic Santa Maria Inn in Santa Maria, California in January 19-21, 2018. 
We had an opportunity to network with other Auxiliary Units throughout the state of 
California and learn new ways other units are introducing our organization’s core values, 
programs and mission to new members and the community.

We are currently seeking female high school juniors to apply for our Girls State 
program. This program is also a long standing platform for future leadership application 
irrespective any educational or life path pursuit. The girls gain invaluable skills and 
experiences that most defiantly have a significant life learning impact. The girls also 
become eligible for the Auxiliary Samsung Scholarship. We are also looking for 
candidates for the annual the Oratorical Contest grades 9th through 12th with the 
following assigned Amendments; 2, 3,5 (Section 1 & 2) and Article 2, Section 4. Young 
orators can be eligible to earn scholarships at every level of the completion. Please 
encourage any eligible youth to participate in these programs.

Later this month, member’s seniors and juniors alike will be headed to the National 
Mission training held in Las Vegas, Nevada on February 3, 2018. This training provides 
invaluable resources and information from the National office to our members. This 
unit’s participation continues to increase over the years in both Senior and Junior 
members. Please also mark your calendars for annual February 4th Super Bowl Party 
at 3:30 pm and Valentines Dinner and Dance at 5:30 pm.

If you have any questions, contact Post 283 at (310) 454-0527 for more details on any 
of the programs, activities, services and resources.

“One Legion, One Family”
Martha Romano, 

President, Palisades Auxilary Unit 283



SAL SQUADRON 283 MESSAGE

Happy 2018 to everyone. This new year has started 
off very well. Our current programs are doing good for 
veterans and their families.
 
At our January general meeting we had the pleasure 
of hearing from Sally Brandt, the daughter of a WWI 
veteran who served under George Patton and his tank 
corp. She donated his medals to the Legion for display.
 
We then heard from Brad Mirman who founded Dive 
Warriors, their mission is described as:
 
“Using dive professionals Dive Warriors provides a safe 
environment our wounded veterans to dive and experience the beauty and wonders 
of the underwater world. Dive Warriors focuses on helping our brave service members 
regain their independence, make new friends and inspire a sense of self-worth.” 
 
Dinner was a fine spread by Rocco’s and included pasta, sausage and meatballs.

Our Squadron has been working with Adelanto Post 229 to get their electrical up and 
running after roof replacement work was completed. Doran Electric has donated time 
and material to make this happen. 
 
We hope to see everyone at our February meeting on the 15th. That’s the third 
Thursday.

Tom Doran
SAL Squadron 283 Commander

SOFTBALL CHAMPS!

The Legion Eagles (12-1) are your 
2017/18 League Champions!

Pictured are (back row, from left) 
Raymond Navarro, Carlon Manuel, 
Paul Lucero, and Mark Odorfer; 
(front row, from left) Veronica Olson, 
Eddie Gutierrez, Jeneen Simon, 
Coach Janice Bowman and Lea 
Maria Rosas. 



WWI MEMORIAL RE-DEDICATION 
CEREMONY

Members of the Executive Committee of SAL 
Squadron 283 represented the Sons at the re-
dedication of the WWI and WWII Memorial Isle
at the corner of La Brea and Adams in the West 
Adams district of Los Angeles on January 18th.

The original memorial was approved on 
December 29th 1931 when the LA City 
Council gave permission to the Greayer Clover 
American
Legion Post (former Post 254) to use the traffic 
island at the corner of La Brea and Adams for 
purposes of remembrance (thus given the
long forgotten moniker - “Memorial Isle”). In 
April 1935, the design was approved by the 
Municipal Art Commission (now the Cultural 
Affairs Commission) and the monument 
became a part of the City Art Collection. In 
1936, the Post erected a monument to “the 
sons and daughters of America who lost 
their lives in the World War 1917-1918.” 
Sometime after the Second World War it further 
memorialized those from “1941-1945.” Soil from an unspecified “battlefield in France” 
was mixed with existing soil when the foundation was poured.

Speakers during the ceremony were Bob Brown, Adjutant of Jackie Robinson Post 252 
who funded the restoration study which was used by the City to plan the restoration 
effort. Philip Dye, WWI Re-enactor who read from letters sent from Europe by Greayer 
Clover the WWI pilot that Post 254 was named after, Courtland Jindra, US WWI 
Memorial Commission who spoke about the restoration effort over the last 3 years 
and the Consul General of Belgium Henri Vantieghem who gave a remembrance of 
American men and women who gave their lives in defense of Belgium in WWI and 
WWII. Speakers also included representatives of the Cultural Commission and from the 
office of Herb Wesson, who sponsored the restoration cost.

Most of Belgium was devastated in WWI as it was the location of most of the trench 
warfare fighting and it was only in the breakthrough by Germany in 1918 threatening 
Paris that fighting moved mostly into France. Consul Vantieghem explained it was the 
recent arrival of the Americans in 1918 that first stopped Germany from reaching Paris 
and then forced them back to end the war.

The ceremony was concluded with a wreath-laying by Bob Brown and Philip Dye. 

Pictured are Bob Brown, Adjutant, Jackie 
Robinson Post 252 and Philip Dye, World 
War One re-enactor.



POST 283 SUPPORTS 
SUMMER CAMPS FOR 
LOCAL DESERVING YOUTH

Executive Committee Member 
Kurt Hiete and Sergeant at 
Arms Concepcion Ortega met 
with participants at the Riviera 
Tennis Foundation event on 
January 14. Young people 
learned tennis techniques and 
were encouraged to play in 
competitive events. 

UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN

Within the last two months, The American Legion 
said good bye to some of our finest. Comrade 
Paul Walquist, Bill Branch, Russell Wise and, Dr. 
Michael Martini’s wife Ruth Elaine. Our tradition is to 
acknowledge their passing and transferring to the Post 
of Everlasting.

Theologically, “everlasting” means “the life which did 
not always exist but was granted to God and it was 
forever, running within time, or something similar, which 
has a beginning but no end.”

In this context, with a new assignment post, they will 
live forever. While the passing is a time for grieving and reflection of great things and 
contributions by our Comrades and Ruth Elaine, we can take comfort that our time is 
not over with them.  We deeply cherish their memories. However, their passing is simply 
the door through which we must all pass to gain entrance into Heavenly realm.

I pray - “Thank you for your service and time with us! Until we meet again, we Salute 
You all.”  Amen. 

Joe Ramirez, 
Chaplain Post 283



PATRIOTISM STARTS YOUNG

Cub Scouts Tucker Rowland and Max 
Szymanski display the American Flag. All the 
scouts had an opportunity to learn the correct 
method of folding the American Flag.

Cub Scout Dens 1 and 4 from Corpus Christi School visited Post 283 on January 17 to learn about the 
American Legion mission of serving Veterans. The group created cards to be delivered to the Cal Vet 
Home in West Los Angeles for Valentine’s Day.







25th ANNUAL ABRAHAM LINCOLN  
REMEMBRANCE DAY 

 

FEATURING A RECITIATION OF  

LINCOLN’S MAGNIFICENT WORLD-FAMOUS 

GETTYSBURG ADDRESS 
BY KEVIN DOBSON – US ARMY VETERAN MP 

CHAIRMAN SAG-AFTRA MILITARY PERSONNEL FAMILY SUPPORT COMMITTEE  
 

MARK SCHIFF, OPENING ACT FOR SEINFELD 
EMCEE 

 

DOV COHEN – AIR FORCE VETERAN 
CHAPLIN 

 

DAVID NENKERVIS—USMC 
NATIONAL ANTHEM & GOD BLESS AMERICA  

  

SIMON PETTY 
GUITAR AND VOCALS 

 

EMILY MOORE  
Violinist 

 

We encourage all to attend, particularly students and teachers, to be reminded                               
that Lincoln used reading to rise from poverty and accomplish so many great things                                

in his short lifetime. The remembrance will conclude with birthday cake for all                                                   
who attend the ceremony 

 

This event is FREE as well as parking. Rain or Shine, Please join us!  

MONDAY,  

February 12, 2018 

11:00am—12:30pm 

Los Angeles National Cemetery 

950 South Sepulveda Boulevard 

Los Angeles, CA  90049 


