
Legion Family Update
American Legion Post 283 Pacific Palisades

COMING UP THIS MONTH ...

  January 1
Happy New Year!

Post Closed
 

January 3
Finance Committee Meeting 1:30 p.m.

 
January 6

P.A.C.K. Dog Training 10 a.m. 
  

January 9
Chair Yoga 10 a.m.

 
Executive Committee Meeting 5:30 p.m.

 
January 10

SAL Executive Committee Meeting 5:30 p.m.
 

January 11
Aerobics 10 a.m.

January 13
P.A.C.K. Dog Training 10 a.m.  

 

 January 15
Martin Luther King Holiday

Post Closed
 

January 16
Chair Yoga 10 a.m.

 
January 17

Cub Scout Patriotic Program 3 p.m.

AL and ALA Dinner and General Membership
Meeting 6 p.m. 

 

January 18
Aerobics 10 a.m.

SAL Dinner and General Membership Meeting 6 p.m. 
 

January 19-21
Auxiliary Department Executive Committee Meeting

Santa Maria, CA
    

January 23
Chair Yoga 10 a.m.

 
January 25

Aerobics 10 a.m.

January 27
P.A.C.K. Dog Training 10 a.m.  

 
January 29

District 24 Meeting at Post 43 5:30 p.m.
 

January 30
Chair Yoga 10 a.m.

 
Save the Date:

February 3
High School Oratorical Scholarship Program.

For information contact Legion Member
David Card 310 454-5024

February 4
Super Bowl Party at Post 283

February 10
Valentine’s Dance

= Denotes special patriotic event
         = Denotes special celebration  

All events held at Post 283 at 15247 La Cruz Drive,
in Pacific Palisades unless otherwise noted



MESSAGE FROM
THE COMMANDER’S CORNER

Greetings and Happy New Year my Legion Family,

I hope everyone’s Holidays were pleasant, joyous and without 
incident especially with the everyday challenges just getting to 
our loved ones. New Year’s Eve/Day is a time to either renew 
or create a personal resolution(s) addressing items we want 
to improve upon. Before I delve deeper into resolutions, I 
would like to remind everyone why The American Legion was 
created or more importantly our purposes:

    1. To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States;
    2. To promote peace and good will among the peoples of the United States and all 

the nations of the Earth;
    3. To preserve the memories and incidents of the 2 World Wars and the other great 

hostilities fought to uphold democracy;
    4. To cement the ties and comradeship born of service; and
    5. To consecrate the efforts of its members to mutual helpfulness and service to their 

country.

Those are the actual words on our charter created by an Act of Congress September 
16, 1919.

As I’m sure, at least hope, everyone is well aware December was a busy month for 
the Post especially for our Auxiliary led by Martha Romano. The Ladies participated 
in a number of events such as 311th Sustainment Command (expeditionary), the 
349th Combat Support Hospital Christmas parties and or resource fairs and even 
hosted the CalVet and VA Sepulveda Veterans for a Holiday Luncheon at the Post. 
The Ladies went on to prepare and deliver Christmas gift bags to CalVet residents. I 
would like to extend a measure of gratitude to Legionnaires; 1st Vice Commander Noe 
Aguirre, former 2nd Vice Commander Sean Jones and Assistant Sergeant at Arms Jim 
Finestone for assisting in the delivery of those gift bags. I know the Ladies appreciate 
having Legionnaires at their events if nothing more than just to support them.

That being said, we as Legionnaires need to do more. Define more? We need to show 
up and support Post activities no matter if it’s a Legion, Auxiliary or Sons event. Those 
events are for all to enjoy or support. We need to identify veteran centric activities or 
issues that need to be addressed and rally together and physically participate. You may 
say its ok or sufficient to “just write a check “ but to those who are receiving the support, 
they would really appreciate your presence if nothing else but to thank you personally 
for caring enough to become involved. Therefore, I hope you will join with me and create 
a New Year’s Resolution for which we will collectively spend the remaining five months 
of this Legion Year to identify Veteran (and their families) specific needs or programs 



and physically participate in them. Take lots of pictures and get the word out. Look! See 
what American Legionnaires are doing. By doing this, we create the buzz and hopefully 
the curiosity to visit and find out more about The American Legion.

Another type of “buzz” that occurred recently at your Executive Committee meeting, 
the officers heard from a Post 9/11 Veteran who felt this Post is “not welcoming” 
especially towards younger members and their guests. Over the years, I personally 
have heard similar stories at this Post of an “unwelcoming attitude” which appears to 
occur in cycles, this may be one of those periods again. Therefore, I ask every member 
of the Post once again to join with me in another New Year’s Resolution of introducing 
themselves and speak with someone new every time they come to the Post for the 
remainder of this Legion Year. It is my hope that by doing this, we may find out about 
activities, events or issues that we are not always aware of merely because no one 
cared enough to ask nor become involved.

Additionally, as I stated earlier, 2nd Vice Commander Sean Jones has resigned 
thereby creating a second vacancy on the Executive Committee. It is my intention 
that the vacancies in both the 2nd Vice Commander’s position and the Executive 
Committee position vacated by Kevin Niles when he was appointed by me to the Post 
Adjutant position be filled as quickly as our bylaws allow. If you have a passion for 
serving Veterans and their families, children and youth or National Security (supporting 
the troops falls into this one), please consider becoming involved on the Executive 
Committee and the leadership of our Post.

Finally, I would impress upon all of you to keep our ill Post members and their families 
in your prayers and those post members who are preparing to be deployed or have 
already been deployed overseas, may God watch over and care for you.  May 2018 be 
a healthy and prosperous one for all of you and your loved ones.

Semper Fidelis
Commander Jere Romano

Post 283



NATIONAL COMMANDER DENISE 
ROHAN VISITS RONALD REAGAN 
LIBRARY

Post 283 legion family members 
participated in a very special event 
featuring the Southern California 
visit of National Commander Denise 
Rohan at the Ronald Reagan 
Library. Legion members began 
the day with a personal briefing 
with Commander Rohan in the Air 
Force 1 Board Room. Commander 
Rohan discussed a few of the 
challenges of becoming the first 
female commander of the American 
Legion. She recalled that it was 
often assumed her husband was 
campaigning for the position and she 
was overlooked as being just the 
1st Spouse. Following the briefing, 
legion guests were escorted through 
the Air Force One Pavilion with a 
magnificent view of the aircraft that 
served as transport for President 
Reagan. A festive holiday luncheon 
was enjoyed and followed by an 
opportunity to visit the seasonal 
exhibits. Guided tours of the interior 
of Air Force One were provided and 
self guided tours of the Titanic exhibit 
and the Christmas Tree Displays 
were also available. It was a 
memorable day for all who attended.

National Committee Chair Janet Wilson and California 
Department Commander Robert Heinisch greet National 
Commander Denise Rohan during her Southern 
California visit at the Ronald Reagan Library.

Unit 283 Auxiliary President and Post 283 Commander 
Jere Romano call on National Commander Denise 
Rohan to pull the winning tickets for the Post 283 
membership raffle. 

SAL Squadron members Richard Ford, Larry Kirven and 
SAL Squadron Commander Tom Doran enjoy meeting 
American Legion National Commander Denise Rohan 
in the Ai Force 1 Board Room at the Ronald Reagan 
Library. 



Legion members enjoy a festive holiday lunch as part of the special day at the Reagan Library with 
National Commander Denise Rohan.

Post 283 Commander Jere Romano greets American Legion National Commander Denise Rohan.



AUXILIARY MESSAGE

Our Auxiliary Unit 283 has been very busy the first 
half of the year since July. Just during the month of 
December for example we hosted or participated in 
the following activities; Post/Unit 283 annual Holiday 
Luncheon and gift giving for around 100 veterans, 311 
ESC West Los Angeles, LA-CA-Christmas Party, B Co 
349th Hospital Unit, Bell CA-1st Annual Holiday Party, 
Annual Toy Drive, CalVet home gift drop-off of close 
to 300 gifts for residents, the VA, 2nd Floor Christmas 
Party, P.A.C.K. dog obedience training and the National 
Commander’s visit at the Post 283 tour of the Ronald 
Reagan Library.  

I would like to take this time to let all the volunteers 
how very thankful I am for all their service. None of the work can be done without 
everyone’s help. A sincere and heart felt thank you to all the volunteers for making 
time to serve our veterans and their families throughout the year. Your contributions 
make every activity a huge success. I look forward to many more activities in the New 
Year focusing on collaborative efforts with our legion family as we plan activities along 
with new partnerships in the community and with new friends. I look forward to seeing 
and working with former and new members. Don’t forget to like our Facebook page 
and check out all the photos from all our activities: American Legion Auxiliary Unit 283 
Pacific Palisades.

As we move forward there are many opportunities to participate in training and 
workshops. January 19-21, 2018 is the Department Mid-Year Executive Committee 
Meeting at the historic Santa Maria Inn. Mission Training Conference and Junior 
Meeting, February 3, 2018 at the Tuscany Suites Hotel & Casino, Las Vegas, Nevada . 
Department Leadership Workshops/Training, February 18 and 24, 2018 at $10.00. For 
more details please visit the department webpage: www.calegionaux.org.

We will also be looking toward promoting some of our other programs in the next few 
months, Americanism Essay Contest, Oratorical, high school junior girls with our Girls 
State program, Junior Conference and many more. Please encourage participation in 
activities by potential participants and volunteers. We need everyone’s involvement to 
continue the good work we do and spreading the word on who we are.

Finally, membership! Please renew your membership as soon as possible. If you are 
not a member and you are a spouse, daughter or granddaughter of a veteran and you 
are not a member and would like to join, please contact the office at (310) 454-0527 for 
membership eligibility.

“One Legion, One Family”

Martha Romano, 
President, Palisades Auxilary Unit 283



VETERANS CHRISTMAS LUNCH

Veterans from the greater Los Angeles 
area arrived at Post 283 on December 11 
to enjoy a festive lunch with music. The 
Veterans were served with a smile by 
members of the Unit 283 Auxiliary led by 
Auxiliary President Martha Romano. As 
the happy, well fed veterans left the event, 
they were gifted with a personal sized 
shaving kits for the men and cosmetic kits 
for the female attendees. 

Auxiliary member Millie Mucia enjoys the company 
at the annual holiday veterans luncheon hosted at 
Post 283.

Auxiliary members disguised as Santa’s Elves enjoy a quick break following the Veterans Holiday 
Luncheon at Post 283.



SPREADING CHRISTMAS 
CHEER

Post 283 Legion family 
members delivered gifts 
to residents of the Cal Vet 
Home at West Los Angeles. 
Santa’s delivery team were 
represented by Legion, 
Auxiliary, Junior Auxiliary and 
SAL Squadron members.

SAL SQUADRON 283 MESSAGE

At our December 7th general meeting, we had the 
privilege of hearing from Peggy Grande, Ronald 
Reagan’s Executive Assistant from 1989
until 1999. She regaled us with many interesting 
moments from our 40th President during his post-
presidency.

December 13th some of our members went to the 
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library with the Auxillary 
and the Post to meet the current
National Commander, Denise Rohan, the first woman 
elected to the top job. We enjoyed lunch and then 
toured the library.

On the 18th we decorated Vittorio’s restaurant on Marquez in preparation for a visit by 
70 underprivileged youth on the 20th.

We hope to see everyone at the January 18th general meeting. 

Tom Doran
SAL Squadron 283 Commander



AUTHOR PEGGY GRANDE 
EVENT

Author Peggy Grande 
discussed her years as 
executive assistant to 
President Ronald Reagan 
during a special event hosted 
by SAL Squadron 283 on 
December 7. Many guests 
took the opportunity to have 
her personally sign copies of 
her book “The President Will 
See You Now”.  

SAL Squadron Commander Tom Doran accepts a signed copy of 
Peggy Grande’s book. 

Peggy Grande presents her personal viewpoint of 
working with President Reagan

SAL Squadron member Grant Ivey takes the 
opportunity to have Peggy Grande sign his copy of 
her book.



VILLAGE SCHOOL 
STUDENT VISIT

Young students from Village 
School in Pacific Palisades 
visited Post 283 on 
December 11 as part of their 
community service outreach 
program. The students made 
holiday cards for 28 female 
veterans at the Cal Vet 
Home in West Los Angeles. 
The cards were included 
with gifts that were delivered 
by Auxiliary member Deloris 
Artis. Legion Member Eddie Gutierrez discussed patriotism with the 

students.



CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE

The New Year often brings mixed emotions and a 
wave of new uncertainties. We often make new year 
resolutions only to lose promises to ourselves within 
weeks. In fact, I saw a study that most new year’s 
resolutions are all but gone around Jan 15th of the new 
year. So where do we go, what do we do?
 
The new calendar can be an opportunity for hope which 
some desperately seek. Whether you are a believer 
or not, one can’t deny there is something greater and 
beyond that powers over us. Man can’t control the 
weather, gravity, movements of the ocean, the sun etc. 
We may be able to manipulate, but the reality is that 
we control very little in the big scheme of things. So why not consider partnering with 
God as you move forward into the new year? We tend to put trust in people, places and 
things so why not Him?
 
The Bible refers to God as Immanuel meaning, God is with us. Although things and 
people around us shift and change beyond our control, God never changes. So why not 
grab on to a new hope or a new dream or whatever healing you need and partner with 
God. What do you have to lose? My thoughts anyway...

Joe Ramirez, 
Chaplain Post 283

Happy New Year!

Post 283 welcomed the New 
Year in style. A festive buffet 
dinner and a swing band were 
enjoyed by guests followed by 
a DJ and finger foods late into 
the night. Happy 2018 to all.


