
Chris Fussell, in his book, speaks about the way social media impacted operations in
Iraq and Afghanistan and how that relates to business.

By SUE PASCOE
Editor

Chris Fussell is a partner at the Mc-
Chrystal Group Leadership Insti-
tute and the author of Team of

Teams, a New York Times bestseller. He and
colleague Ash Alexander-Cooper spoke to
Post 283 SALs on August 14. 
Fussell’s 2017 book, One Mission—How

Leaders Build a Team of Teams, weaves les-
sons learned on the battlefield and how
they related to the corporate world.
He was commissioned as a Naval Officer

in 1997 and spent the next 15 years on U.S.
Navy SEAL Teams around the globe.
Then, he served as Aide-de-Camp to

Lieutenant General Stanley McChrystal,
who commanded a Joint Special Opera-
tions Task Force fighting Al Qaeda around
the globe. Fussell left active duty in 2012 and
in addition to the McChrystal Group, teach -
es at Yale University’s Jackson Institute.
“The big lesson we [the military] learned

is how to apply a new model of operation
to national organizations, such as health
care,” Fussell said. “We went through a sig-
nificant shift because of Al Qaeda.
“In today’s information age, even the

not so talented fighters can be a threat,”
Fussel said. “Our leaders found themselves

facing a different sort of war.”
In his book, he describes how the typical

military thinking and model had to shift.
“To pilot the Task Force through the com-
plex conditions we faced in Iraq, our leaders
needed to create an entirely new organiza-
tional model. The leaders had to be able to
concentrate efforts along more than one
axis: they needed to not only appreciate and

leverage the strength of the bureaucracy,
but to also maintain constant awareness of
changes in the environment and empower
the organization to adapt.
“Through trial and error, the Task Force

transitioned to a hybrid model that com-
bined the best elements of rigid bureau-
cracy and adaptable networks, becoming
a fighting force such as the battlefield has

never seen before.”
He told the SALs that in late 2003 there was

a transition in the way the military operated
in those countries. “We had to learn to move
with speed and agility with how we fought.”
Alexander-Cooper, who was with the

British OSS in Afghanistan, met Fussel in
Western Iraq in 2006. Before the traditional
model of operation was replaced, “We did
maybe one raid a month,” Alexander-Cooper
said. “Afterwards we were doing 10 a night.
It was about the way we had learned.”
“It was identifying the operating rhythm,”

Fussell said. “What should our operations
look like. Al Queda was a different thing
every morning.”
The senior leadership had to adapt and

networked with 25,000 people around the
globe and maybe as many as 7,000 would
check in every day. “It was 24 hours a day,
seven days a week,” Fussell said.
“It was having strategic contact,” Alex -

ander-Cooper said.
For generations, a bureaucracy, any bu-

reaucracy, including the military followed
the same organizational model, with the
top person/office holding the top authority
to all offices and men below.
In the 1920s General Motors, General

Electric, U.S. Steel and Standard Oil adopt -
(Continued on Page 7)

Navy Seal Fussell Spoke About His Book
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Reno Hosts National Convention
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By SUE PASCOE
Editor

The National American Legion Na-
tional Convention was held in Reno
from August 17 to 23. Several Post

283 Legion, Auxiliary and SAL members
attended.
One of the highlights of the convention

was the election of Denise Rohan as the Na-
tional Commander. She is the first woman
to hold this position and said her theme for
the year this year will be “Family First,”
which is based on the Legion’s motto of
“For God and Country.”
Rohan asked the audience “Are you ready

to show the nation that we are a family that
not just takes care of our own members, we
stand ready to take care of our active-duty
military and their families, we take care of
our veterans and their families and, in real-
ity, when you look at our four pillars and all
of our programs, are you ready to continue

The delegation from Minnesota turned towards the reviewing stand as they marched down Virginia Street in the annual parade.
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Legion Commander—Jere Romano

Posts activities in our area. There are many
opportunities to volunteer or support by
merely attending. We are Legion Family
and together we can make a difference.
Semper Fidelis!

Salutations my Legion Family! While
finalizing this month’s newsletter
submission, Hurricane Harvey struck

Texas, leaving at least two dead and 14 peo-
ple injured.
I would like to take this opportunity to

ask that we all pray for those dealing with
the aftermath of this storm including the
tornados and flooding, which are wide
spread. This emergency should remind us
that September is National Disaster Pre-
paredness Month. Please take a moment to
visit: www. Ready.gov/September for essen-
tial information to prepare for any natural
or manmade disaster.
Most recently as a California delegate to

American Legion National Convention in
Reno, I attended presentations on National
Security which included: 1. American Red
Cross—Disaster Preparedness; 2. Selective
Service Registration; 3. POW/MIA Update

which consisted of presentations from
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency
(DPAA); and 4. National League of POW/
MIA Families.
I provided a report to the California

Caucus highlighting the invaluable infor-
mation learned. If you are interested, please
contact Post Adjutant Kevin Niles for a
copy of my report.
As we plan our activities for the month

of September, please be aware of couple of
important dates this month such as Sep-
tember 11 (Patriots Day) and September 15
(National POW/MIA Remembrance Day).
If possible, participate in a local Memo-

rial event. Take a moment to remember
those who were victims of that infamous
terrorist attack. Think of those still missing
and unaccounted for—from all our Na-
tion’s conflicts.
Finally, I would like to speak on the topic

of leadership. Just one of the many lessons I
learned, and subsequently repeated from the
time I entered the Marine Corps, over the
course of a 24-year career as a law enforce-
ment officer and more recently at Ameri-
can Legion College, is “Service over Self.”
We individually have one or two (or

maybe even three) interests we are passion-
ate about. However, we must maintain the
self-discipline to understand we serve a
greater organization or purpose than our-
selves or our passions.
A true leader understands this and some-

times is required to make decisions in order
to protect the overall organization versus
individual passions.
At Legion College, we heard “It’s not

about you” so frequently it was nearly a
mantra.
Please come out and participate in Pali -

sades Post 283, District 24 and other Legion

Veteran-centric events and functions, not
only at Post 283, but also at other venues,
such as Santa Monica Post 123. We recently
helped support the reinvigoration of that
Post with some of new leaders.
We ask, “Who are ready to prove them-

selves worthy of carrying the legacy forward
and filling those shoes of our past great Le-
gionnaire Community Leaders?” or LCL’s
as I like to call them. Can you recall any?
I challenge you; and wager you a drink at

the Post bar “The Bunker” to tell me some
history of any current members or mem-
bers watching us from Post everlasting.
One notable informational event this

month is at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 27. The speaker will be Dr. Kevin Mur-
phy, a professor and vice-chair of the De-
partment of Radiation Medicine and Ap-
plied Sciences at the UC San Diego School
of Medicine. He specializes in central nerv-
ous system (brain) tumors, pediatrics can-
cers, and is a stereotactic radiosurgeon.

Murphy, a Naval veteran, served as an
engineering officer aboard the air craft car-
rier USS Ranger during the Gulf War. He
received his master’s degree in neurophys-
iology from Purdue University and his
medical degree from the University of
Chicago’s Pritzker School of Medicine.
Murphy has worked with personalized,

repetitive Trans-cranial Magnetic Stimuo-
lation (PrTMS) as a non-invasive therapeu-
tic approach for the treatment of PTSD.
Scientists think that PTSD causes slowed

frontal brain processing, which can lead
to the following symptoms:
• lack of focus
• poor short-term memory
• difficulty with personal relationships
• decreased motivation and ambition
• increased periods of depression, mood
swings
• difficulty reading, focusing, paying
attention.
Those suffering from symptoms are first

1st Vice Commander—Noe Aguirre

Ihope everybody had a nice August, andare ready to gear up for Legion activi-
ties, as we start our new calendar year!
I want to remind everybody that our

general meetings are on the third Wednes-
day of every month. The September meet-
ing will feature our Boys and Girls State
representatives as they report back on their
experiences.
I’ve also been working hard to bring back

Monday night socials which I am happy
to say begin here in September. This year
there will be a $5 charge for members and
guests, kids 11 and under are free. How-
ever, we are looking to boost member vol-

unteers so the first four members that ar-
rive to each social to help with the event,
will earn a free entry to the next social or
a dinner at a membership meeting.
I also want you to be on the lookout for

Friday night pop-up events (check the
Facebook pages or call the front desk to
see if anything is planned, you may have
missed), since I’m working diligently to
bring new events to the post this year.
I have already booked our band for the

Veterans Day dance on November 11, which
should be a great event since it’s our first
dance of the year. Please mark that date on
your calendars!

Don’t forget that the Post 283’s Sunday,
Champaign Brunch will return on Sep-
tember 10. New is a Legion Family Picnic,
which will be held at Camp Josepho on
September 24. I hope to see you all there.
We are also trying to update all of our

records, so please submit your email ad-
dress to the Post so we can get out any in-
formation out to you that may not make
it into the paper or the calendar. Help you
get the information to you.
If you ever have any questions or ideas

please feel free to email me at seanejones-
post283@gmail.com

2nd Vice Commander—Sean Jones

ONE LEGION, ONE FAMILY

given an electroencephalography (EEG).
Then, the patient is treated to a generation
of brief magnetic pulses inside a hand-sized
paddle placed over the patient’s scalp, gen-
erating a weak electrical current in the brain.
This activates neuronal circuits at the

stimulation site at a prescribed rate, pro-
moting neuronal harmony, and optimal
brain function.
This non-invasive, and well-tolerated

procedure is used to treat depressive dis-
orders in patients that have not responded
to medication or traditional psychological
therapies.
Typically, Patients receive daily treat-

ments (5) for at least 6-8 weeks. Usually,
patients with a positive response will start
to feel results within a few weeks of start-
ing treatment, with some feeling relief
within a few days.
It should be an informative evening.

Hope to see you all there.

Following the American Legion Na-
tional Convention in Reno in August,
we are out of the gates towards a new

year at the Post 283.
In September, we will host a variety of
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By SUE PASCOE
Editor

(The Post 283 News is examining each of
the four pillars of the American Legion. In
August, it was National Security. This month
we look at Children and Youth.)

The American Legion has been a
staunch supporter for children and
youth since its founding in 1919.

The three main objectives are: to strengthen
the family unit, support quality organiza-
tions that provide services for youth and to

provide communities with programs that
meet the physical, educational, emotional
and spiritual needs of young people.
The following are programs the Legion

supports:
1. Legion baseball. The program has

been a mainstay of the American Legion
since 1926 because it provides healthy com-
petition and good sportsmanship. A na-
tional scholarship is given.
2. Boy Scouts. Scouts have been sup-

ported by the Legion since 1919, and today
the Legion sponsors more than 2,500 Scout-
ing units across the country. The American
Legion annually honors the Eagle Scout of
the Year at the National convention. The
winner receives a $10,000 scholarship and
the three runners-up are awarded $2,500.
(For information, see the adjutant.)
3. Boys State.This program was adopted

as an official youth activity in 1946, and
Boys Nation was adopted in 1949. The pur-
pose is to receive an education on the struc-
ture and function of the state and federal
governments.
4. Oratorical Contest.The contest began

in 1938. The goal was to help participants
develop leadership qualities, while learning
the history of our nation’s laws. Youth learn
ability to think and speak clearly, and gain
an understanding of the duties, responsibil-
ities, rights and privileges of American citi-
zenship. Anyone making it to the National
level automatically receives $1,500 and the
opportunity to win $18,000 for first place,
$16,000 for second and $14,000 for third.
Last year Post 283 representative Ryan Wal-
lace advanced to the national semi-finals.
5. Scholarships. In addition to Post 283

youth scholarships, there are national schol-
arships given that include Samsung, the Amer -
ican Legion Legacy and Shooting Sports.
In a story by Steve Brooks, “A ‘Wonderful

Partnership’ Heads into the Future,” written
from the Reno National Convention, he
quotes the American National Commis-
sioner Charles Dahlquist.
“In 1919 when The American Legion was

organized, at its first convention one of the
very first items of business was to recognize
the Boy Scouts of America and begin this
wonderful partnership,” Dahlquist said.
“He said that ‘our lives are a series of win-

dows. And because of what (The American
Legion does) with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, you are making windows for these young
people that will impact their lives forever.’
“Together, Dahlquist said, the Legion and

the Boy Scouts are helping shape the future.
‘We are together, the Boy Scouts of America
and The American Legion,’ he said. ‘With
your Four Pillars . . . and with our Scout

Law, we’re building a rising generation who
will be able to follow in your footsteps . . .
and the footsteps of all of those who’ve
gone before to keep this country free.’”
The American Legion’s Children & Youth

pillar includes positions on: 
1. Child Pornography. The Legion op-

poses any attempts to weaken U.S. laws gov-
erning production, sale and distribution of
pornographic materials;
2. Catastrophic Illness. The American

Legion supports enacting legislation to fi-
nancially assist families facing catastrophic
illness of a child;
3. Intellectual Disabilities. The Amer-

ican Legion supports continuing research,
and early intervention efforts, to prevent in-
tellectual disabilities, to include research on
the development and function of the nerv-
ous system, fetal treatments and gene ther-
apy to correct abnormalities produced by
defective genes, and early intervention pro-
grams with high-risk infants and children;
4. Immunization for Needy Children.

The Legion urges federal funding for state
and local health agencies to ensure that in-
digent children are afforded the opportunity
to receive needed vaccines and treatments;
5. Family Integrity.The Legion promotes

the family as the cornerstone of society and
supports National Family Week in November;
6. Media Violence. The American Le-

gion supports appropriate state and federal
legislation to restrict the excessive use of vi-
olence, vulgarity and immoral expressions
in movies, television programs, news, video
games and the Internet;
7. Drug Abuse. The American Legion

fully supports adequate funding for all bor-
der, state, federal and military drug-traf-
ficking prevention programs to keep illegal
substances from reaching our nation’s
young people: and
8. Child Sexual Exploitation.The Amer-

ican Legion supports appropriate legislation
aimed at the prevention, investigation and
prosecution of child sexual exploitation
and seeks to empower the public to take
immediate and direct action to enforce a
zero-tolerance policy on the problem.

all should stand at attention facing the flag
and salute or place their hand over the
heart. When the national anthem is played
all should stand at attention and salute or
place the right hand over the heart during
the entire song.
Worn flags may be brought to Legion

Post 283 at 15247 La Cruz Drive in Pacific
Palisades for proper disposal

AMERICAN LEGION PILLAR 4

Legion, Auxiliary & SAL
Champagne Brunch

at Post 283!

Sept. 10, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
$10 donation

R.S.V.P. by September 7:
(310) 454-0527

Greetings. As Post 283 enters the
busy fall season there will be many
occasions to honor the American

Flag in our events and celebrations.
Below are a few guidelines for displaying

and handling the American Flag:
When the flag is displayed from a staff

projecting from a building, the union (stars)
should be at the peak of the staff. When
displayed from the same flagpole with an-
other flag, the flag of the United States
must always be at the top.
The flag may be flown every day of the year

from dawn to sundown. If properly lighted,
the flag may remain in place 24 hours a day.
When flown with flags on separate flag-

poles which are of the same height and in a
straight line, the flag of the United States is
always placed in the position of honor—to
its own right, that is, to the observer’s left.
When displaying indoors, the flag is ac-

corded the place of honor, always positioned
to its own right (observer’s left).

When displayed from a staff in a church
or public auditorium, the flag of the United
States of America should hold the position
of superior prominence, in advance of the
audience, and in the position of honor at
the clergyman’s or speaker’s right as he faces
the audience. Any other flag so displayed
should be placed on the left of the clergy-
man or speaker of the right of the audience.
In a parade, the flag should be to the right

of the marchers. When other flags are carried,
the flag of the United States may be centered
in front of the others or carried to their right.
When the flag passes in procession, or when
it is hoisted or lowered, all should face the flag
and salute or place their hand over their heart.
When flags of two of more nations are

displayed, they are to be flown from separate
staffs of the same height. The flags should be
about equal size. International usage forbids
the display of the flag of one nation above
that of another nation in time of peace.
When the pledge of allegiance is recited,

Adjutant—Kevin Niles

Monday Sports Nights Return
Come socialize and enjoy an evening of sports Mondays during the fall.

There will be refreshments, the bar will be open and the big screen television
will keep everyone up to date on all the activity. There is a $5 fee for members
and guests, kids 11 and under are free.
The first four people to arrive to help set up the hall, will earn a free entry to

the next social, or a free dinner at a membership meeting.
Come to Post 283, 15247 La Cruz Drive, at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, September

11, September 25 and October 2.
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By MARTHA ROMANO

Iam truly excited after a great AmericanLegion National Convention that was
filled with week-long activities in

Reno, Nevada.
We had wonderful participation from

our Auxiliary Unit as members attended
several sessions, banquets, presentations
and speeches from the national officers.
At the end of the convention there were

two historic events; the signing of a bill for
veterans and a female elected as the na-
tional commander. Yes, this convention
was not only informative but historic. Both
Auxiliary and Legion members shared in-
formation, networked and created new
partnerships and memories to share, mov-
ing to the future.
Now onward into the new Auxiliary 2017-

18 year, as we plan on executing our tradi-
tional programs along with supporting the

new National and Department
President’s special projects.
Our unit’s local activities

will be infused with both
themes as we program the
work that needs to be done
at the District and Unit lev-
els during the new year. I am
looking to our members for
new ideas to create events
given the new themes.
Along with the new

themes, new and regular
training opportunities will be
available making every

Auxiliary President’s Report

what we are doing, who we are and why
we matter.
As we continue to highlight those pro-

grams that define the American Legion
Auxiliary, we can always do more for our
veterans, military, children and communities.
Consider volunteering for an event dur-

ing the year with us and/or the Legion Fam-
ily. This year more than ever is about
providing a great deal of support, teamwork
and above all continued active participation.
“One Legion, One Family”

member, unit and district achieve success
in reporting these themes along with other
strategic areas will be covered.
Some of us participated in the Clovis

training and workshops that took place
August 12-13. We plan to pass along all the
new information gathered from both the
Clovis and National Conventional Conven-
tion to the unit members.
All the information can also be found

on the American Legion Auxiliary Depart-
ment of California website. You can find all
the Auxiliary year’s training, announce-
ments, dates, deadlines, 2018 DEC, Mission
Training and Junior information and more.
Specific details will be announced as the
events and activities draw closer.
September with be a month for another

Champagne Brunch from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on the10th. There will be Legion family pic-
nic at Camp Josepho on September 24 at
noon with food and fun. Please look at the
calendar of events each month for many
Legion Family activities.
We look forward to hearing from you!

Come to our meetings and hear all about

Palisades Auxiliary Unit 283
President:Martha Romano • 1st Vice President: Deloris Artis • 2nd Vice President:Marisa Naylor-Jones • Jr. Past President:Vi Walquist
Secretary:Marie-Ann Helgeson • Treasurer: Ruth Hackney • Chaplain:Milly Murcia • Parliamentarian: Sue Pascoe • Sgt.-at-Arms: Bentleigh Borgeson
Marshall: Katie Melechin • Executive Board: Nancy Niles, Sue Pascoe

POST EVERLASTING

Hal Vieau, who lived an active life
in Pacific Palisades until his final
days, passed away at his home on

August 10 at the age of 96.
He was a member of Corpus Christi

Parish, American Legion Post 283 and the
Palisades Optimist Club.
Born to Arthur and Pauline Vieau in

Minneapolis, Minnesota, on January 20,
1921, Hal entered a Naval Reserve V-5 (Avi-
ation Cadet) program in 1942. In an earlier
News story, he said one of his landing sites
was a frozen cornfield. His plane was
equipped with skis, and barbed wire was at
each end of the field. “We had to make sure
the skis didn’t catch the barbed wire.”
When Hal was transferred to Glenview,

Illinois, he learned to fly a bi-wing aircraft.
“They took the floats off and put on land-
ing gear, so we could practice,” he said. Only
5’7” tall, he would fly sitting on his para-
chute, and later in World War II when he
flew past an aircraft carrier, no one could see
him, so his friends began to say, “There goes
Frenchie,” and that became his nickname.
After Hal was transferred to San Diego,

he traveled to Santa Monica to visit a friend,

and he met his future wife Beverly on a
blind date. He asked if she would take him
to mass the next day at 10 a.m. She was so
late, they didn’t arrive until the final bless-
ing. He remembered asking her, “Is this the
way you go to church?”
During the war, Hal was part of Squadron

VC-91, which flew TBM torpedo bombers

off aircraft carriers. He flew 600 missions off
three escort carriers (USS Kitkin Bay, USS
Savo Island and the USS Makin Island), while
coping with a few harrowing challenges.
These bombers had only about 100 feet

of deck to get airborne and often would
plunge down below the deck before climb-
ing out and it was not unusual to crash into
the ocean. Forced to navigate without a
GPS system, pilots occasionally couldn’t
find their way back to the ship.
“One time, I had to fly around and find

another ship to land on,” Hal recalled. He
stayed overnight, then took off the next
morning and found his ship. The first thing
someone asked him after landing is if he no-
ticed anything different about his plane. He
didn’t at first, but then realized “The mechan-
ics on the other plane had stripped my plane.”
He returned to California after the war

and married Beverly on July 27, 1945, at St.
Monica’s Catholic Church. They moved to
Northfield Street in the Palisades in 1947,
and in 1963 moved to Whitfield.
The couple joined Corpus Christi,

where Hal was an usher for 36 years. When
he was still in his 90s, he walked daily to the

8 a.m. mass.
Hal had wanted to become a commercial

airline pilot after the war, but because he was
shorter than 5’8” he was turned down. He
attended Regis College in Denver and then
joined General Telephone in Santa Monica.
He continued flying with the Naval Re-

serves until 1971 and retired as the com-
mander of all Reserve squadrons at Point
Mugu in 1976.
Hal was a charter member of the Opti-

mist Club and remained a member for 61
years, serving for a long time as treasurer. At
age 93, wearing boxer shorts, he marched
with the club’s Semi-Naked, Semi-Precise
Drill Team in the Fourth of July parade.
In the American Legion, Hal served in al-

most every position, including Commander,
on the executive board and as Chaplain.
Beverly and Hal were married for 71

years, until she passed away in February.
Hal leaves behind three children, Jerry,

Jan and Joan; 10 grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren. A memorial mass with
Navy honors color guard, flag folding pres-
entation, taps and rifle salute was held on
August 19 at Corpus Christi Church.

Hal Vieau

Hal Vieau, 96; Long-time Legionnaire
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to take care of our entire nation’s families?”
Rohan, an Army veteran and a 33-year Le-

gionnaire, is a current member of Post 385 in
Verona, Wisconsin. She has served as a post
and department commander. In addition to
asking Legion members to provide tempo-
rary financial assistance, she said she will ask
the Legion family to provide financial sup-
port to the Legion’s service officers program.
“We witnessed history here yesterday as

President Trump signed The Veterans Appeals
Modernization Act of 2017 here on our stage,”
she said. “This will help claims and appeals
get processed faster, but we need trained serv-
ice officers to assist in getting claims properly
submitted. The faster we can get veterans the
benefits they earned, the faster they can go on
to lead happy, productive lives. It doesn’t just
help the veteran; it helps the entire family.”
Rohan was employed with the University

of Wisconsin Madison as the assistant bursar
of student loans until her 2012 retirement.
Elected as national vice commanders

were Bobby Bryant of the Department of

Oklahoma, Larry Marcouillier of the De-
partment of Delaware, Paula Stephenson of
the Department of Utah, William Flanagan
of the Department of Illinois and Byron
Callies of the Department of South Dakota.

Senator Cruz Receives Legion Award
According to a story by Jeff Stoffer, “Sen.

Ted Cruz Receives Religious Liberty Award,”
the U.S. Senator received the Philip B. On-
derdonk Religious Liberty Award. He was
given a special-edition gold-plated .22-cal-
iber Henry Repeating Arms rifle, engraved
with images of a bald eagle, the Statue of
Liberty and the Liberty Bell.
He received the award for fending off court

challenges that would remove military and
veterans’ memorials with religious symbols.
“The idea that we have had litigating or-

ganizations and political appointees who
would want to make it a punishable offense
to acknowledge God truly staggers the mind,”
Cruz said, during the ceremony before thou-
sands gathered at the Reno-Sparks Conven-
tion Center, “I give you my solemn pledge
that just as each of you has risen to the occa-
sion over and over again to defend our rights
and our freedoms that I will continue to
be honored to stand shoulder-to-shoulder
with you in that same fight.”

Gates Wins Legion’s Patriot Award
Robert Gates, who was the secretary of

the Department of Defense from 2006-11,
made a speech at the Convention on August
23. He was presented with the Legion’s
Patriot Award.
An Air Force officer during the Vietnam

War and member of American Legion Post
110 in Lacey, Wash., Gates also serves on
The American Legion 100th Anniversary
Honorary Committee.
In addition to serving as DoD secretary,

Gates also headed up the CIA, and served
as president of the Boy Scouts of America
and Texas A&M University, and as chancel-
lor of the College of William & Mary.
A Washington Post review said he is

“widely considered the best defense secre-
tary of the post-World War II era.”

Trump Addresses Legionnaires
On August 23, at the American Legion

convention, President Trump signed legis-
lation, The Veterans Appeals Improvement
and Modernization Act of 2017 that is in-
tended to speed up claims appeals.
In a story by Henry Howard, “Trump

Signs Appeals Modernization Act at Amer-
ican Legion Convention,” it is stated that
“As of last spring, more than 470,000 ap-
peals of claims decisions were pending. The
average wait time for these appeals to be
fully adjudicated is five years. If nothing
changes, by 2027 veterans will wait an av-
erage of 10 years to get a decision.
“The bipartisan bill, H.R. 2288, was craft -

ed with much input from The American
Legion. It is expected to shorten the average
wait time for final appeal decisions from
five years to 125 days.”
The bill would contain three appeals

“lanes.” Veterans would choose the one best

for them:
• Local Higher Level Review Lane in which

an adjudicator reviews the same evidence
considered by the original claims processor.
• New Evidence Lane in which the vet-

eran could submit new evidence for review
and have a hearing.
• Board Lane in which jurisdiction for

the appeal would transfer immediately to
the Board of Veterans Appeals.
“I want to thank The American Legion for

getting this done,” Trump said. “It’s some-
thing they’ve been trying to get done for 40
years. And we’ve passed VA accountability
legislation. The Legion has a lot of power
and they use it well.”

Post 283 News Takes First
The Post 283 News won first place and

the Al Weinburg Publication Award (larger
posts with more than 750 members) at
the National Legion convention. The Post
also took first place for the Legion Face-
book page.
At the luncheon held on August 21, it

was announced that there were twice as
many entries as prior years. Additionally,
awards for editorials, twitter and videos
would be welcome for judging for the 100th
Convention in Minneapolis.
The Post has taken three first place

awards and one second place, since its in-
ception in 2014.

Post 283 Editor Sue Pascoe accepted the first
place award for the newsletter.

(Continued from Page 1)

Convention

American Legion riders observed the Idaho "Tater truck" sponsored by its Department.

The Iowa delegation waved corn stalks as they walked along the parade route.

Wanted
American Legion members are sought

who are willing to work on a new com-
mittee to develop a Post strategic plan.
The Legion Mission statement is: com-

mitted to mentoring youth and sponsor-
ship of wholesome programs in our com-
munities, advocating patriotism and honor,
promoting strong national security and
continued devotion to our fellow service-
members and veterans. How does Post 283
best do that?
The criteria for this committee are the

commitment to work; the ability to inter-
act positively with fellow members; suggest
ideas for the future; and a willingness to
“think outside the box.”
Prior experience is not necessary. Con-

tact: Adjutant Kevin Niles at kevin-
post283@gmail.com.

The Department of California wore lime green as they marched in the parade.



Santa Monica Post 123 Officer installed are (left to right, front row) 2nd Vice Chris Lozano, 
1st Vice Ray Carriere, Finance Officer Anna Brown, Adjutant Jared Morgan, Commander
Mark Hasson and (back row) Mike Melechin, Beau Espeso, Paul Lucero and Jack Dweck.

Photo: David Tenenbaum
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By JARED MORGAN
Post 123 Adjutant

There’s no greater learning experience
in the American Legion than a na-
tional convention. It’s a weeklong

boot camp of sorts where one is soaked in
the rays of legion knowledge.
I was fortunate enough to attend my fourth

consecutive national convention, held August
18 to 24 in Reno, where I attended meet-
ings and workshops that left me inspired.
One workshop in particular, facilitated

by Brad Buskirk, Southeast region mem-
bership liaison, covered post operations,
which I found to be useful in my dealings
as the newly-appointed adjutant of Santa
Monica Post 123.
I and five other post-9/11 veterans—Beau

Espeso, Eddie Gutierrez, Chris Lozano, Paul
Lucero and Mike Melechin—recently trans-
ferred from Pacific Palisades Post 283 to Santa
Monica, where we’ve assumed leadership
roles and will work to fill out the post’s gen-
eral membership, the lifeblood of any post.
For almost two decades, Santa Monica

Post 123 has seen a decline in its member-
ship. With its members aging, passing away
or just losing interest in the American Le-
gion, the Post had to cancel its general mem -
bership meeting and often struggled to
gather more than two or three people for
an executive committee quorum.
I’m proud to say we will have our first

general membership meeting in more than

a decade on September 26 and then on each
fourth Tuesday of the month.
Like many small posts across the coun-

try, the burden of maintaining a post fell on
the shoulders of a few, namely, Mark Has-
son, a Vietnam vet who has held the com-
mander’s chair for some 15 years, Anna
Brown, a WWII Marine and our current
finance officer, and Vietnam veteran Julio
Yniguez, our former adjutant.
It’s been said that in judging how healthy

a post is, one needn’t look any further than

its activities. Does the post have good youth
programs? Do members take an active in-
terest in the post activities? Is the post an
asset to the community? Is the post an ac-
tive community center?
The answer to these questions has been

“no” for a long time, but this is merely a
blueprint for change, something to strive
for. For years, Santa Monica Post’s leader-
ship has been patiently waiting for a group
to come in and take the torch. We’re here
and we’re ready for this marathon.

At our first executive committee meeting
on August 8, we passed several motions, in-
cluding one ordering Post 123 join the Santa
Monica Chamber of Commerce.
We’re in talks with the chamber to figure

out a way to help put us and Santa Monica’s
veterans at the center of this bustling com-
munity. Because we didn’t have a budget in
place and couldn’t determine whether we
could afford the $360 membership fee, our
first vice, Ray Carriere, a Korean War vet-
eran, put up the necessary funds.
But joining Santa Monica’s business com-

munity is only one step. We intend to promote
the American Legion at various community
events like Abbott Kinney First Fridays and
the various farmers markets around town.
We also have a strong connection to Santa

Monica College and will work to recruit new
members there. Lucero, one of our executive
committeemen and sergeant-at-arms, works
at the campus bookstore and is positioned to
engage veterans. Two of our other executive
committee members, Espeso and Melechin,
currently attend the college and are active
in the Student Veterans Association.
Additionally, the Pacific Palisades Post

283 Commander, Jere Romano, is a cam-
pus police officer. His wife, Martha, works
in the Veterans Resource Center at Santa
Monica College.
Post 123 is in the perfect position to fill

this post with veterans who are passionate
about helping other veterans. Because at the
end of the day, that’s what this is really about.

Revitalizing an American Legion Post

Sons of the American Legion
Commander: Tom Doran • 1st Vice-Commander: Larry McNamee • 2nd Vice-Commander:William Walker • Jr. Past Commander: Jim Yocum • Adjutant: Greg Frost
Finance Officer: Richard Klein • Sgt.-at-Arms: Collin Jones • Chaplain:Hank Elder • Historian: Rich Wilken • PAO: Grant Ivey • IT Officer: David Byrne
Quartermaster:Gerald Wells • Service Officer: Ed Pellegrini • Executive Committee • Charles Curtis, Tom Yaeger, Frank Wiley, Kevin Niles, Brian Whitney, Andy Mazzarella

By TOM DORAN

August was a busy month for Sons
Squadron 283. The American Le-
gion National Convention was held

in Reno, and Past Commander Jim Yocum
and myself, along with Greg Frost, Charles
Curtis, Hank Elder and Gerald Wells at-
tended the Son’s convention. Danny Smith
from Nebraska was elected Sons’ National
Commander on August 20.
On August 14, the squadron hosted a spe-

cial Legion Family Dinner for Post, Auxiliary,
and Squadron members with guest speaker
Chris Fussell, former Navy SEAL officer and
now a partner at McChrystal Group Lead-
ership Institute. He was joined on the dais
by Periscope executive Chris Hiland and
McChrystal’s Ash Alexander-Cooper.
The event was well attended with more

than 120 members and guests. Fussell

spoke about his new book One Mission,
How Leaders Build a Team of Teams, and at-
tendees received books and autographs.
Sons Squadron Service Officer Ed Pelle-

grini, Post Commander Jere Romano, and
Squadron Past Commander Jim Yocum
were given two separate “under-construc-
tion” tours of the new Internet Lounges
that the Squadron has sponsored at VA
building 256 and the CalVet home.
Equipment and other hardware are fully

installed, and now both await the final in-
ternet connectivity before they will be open
to residents. Staffers and residents have been
anxiously waiting for the completion of this
project. In today’s environment, access to
the internet is necessary to help support job
placement and training programs as well as
providing access to other support programs.
After the tours, we began discussion of a

possible new gardening facility for the south

campus (VA Hospital) near the mental
health facility. The Squadron is endeavoring
to bring in assistance from local Boy Scouts
who could manage parts of the construc-
tion and development of the programs.
On a final note, the Squadron is jointly

re-dedicating the World War II Memorial
at Santa Monica High School at 10:30 a.m.,
Saturday, September 16, with the Samohi
Alumni Association at their all-class reunion.
As some of you might recall, the Squadron
restored both the WWI and WWII Memo-
rial Plaques. The re-dedication of the WWI
plaque took place on July 3.
Living classmates of those named on the

WWII plaque are expected to attend the up-
coming reunion, so the Alumni Association
asked the SAL to move the date to build
awareness among alumni. The WWII re-
dedication plaque ceremony will take place
at the Samohi Memorial Greek Theater.

Squadron 283 Commander’s Notes



Post 283 Scott Erickson chats with Post 155 members Ronald Edson and Curtis Merrill,
who acknowledged the help they had received from the Palisades Post. Photo: Jared Morgan
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By SUE PASCOE
Editor

It was one of those hard-luck stories youhope never happens to a Legion Post. 
In October 2105, the Post 283 News re-

ported that former adjutant Scott Erickson
had visited Post 155 in Naples, Maine.
In the story, Erickson described his visit

at Post 155 as a place packed with people,
and that it seemed to be the central gather-
ing place for the town of 3,872.
At the Post that was chartered in 1946,

typically, Friday was Fish Fry night, and
Saturday night often featured a band and
sometimes a comedian.
Typical events posted on its Facebook page

advertised, “Sunday morning bloody Mary
and mimosa breakfast 8 to 11 a.m. Adults $8.”
Yet, another event posted was more som -

ber: “Saturday Night there is a fund-raising
benefit for the children of Daveen Bell to
cover medical expenses and funeral cost,
who we all know passed away from a very
bad motorcycle accident. $10 donation at
the door, raffles 50/50. Starts at 6:30 p.m.”
While Erickson was visiting, Post 155

Commander Ronald Edson explained the
Post had been beset with unexpected financial
setbacks. “We were recently visited by the state
fire marshal inspector and asked if we had a
dance permit,” said Edson, who admitted they
did not, and then filled out an application.

After Post 155 received the permit, the
inspector returned and cited them for not
having a sprinkler system. The cost to the
Post to install sprinklers would be more
than $40,000, because the building was not
connected to the city water system.
The median income in Naples is $38,441.

The members, several of whom mortgaged
their homes to pay for the building, which
was built in 1974, were struggling just to
keep the Post operational.
Edson told Erickson that past misman-

agement cost the Post most of its land and
more than $100,000.
“We’re still struggling,” Edson said. “We are

working with our local bank, but the state fire
marshal’s office mandate could be the straw to
break the camel’s back and force us to close.”
And the story became even more dismal

because a pig that was to be used for pig
roast fundraiser had been stolen.
“The Legion Pig has been stolen, cut up

and sold. What the hell people!” Edson
wrote. “We are looking for a new pig about
200 lbs. Does anyone know where to get
one? Our roast is a fundraiser for the Le-
gion and to help veterans.”
He said if they had to, they would have

to buy another one, but “I can’t believe that
someone would do such a thing.”
At the September 2015 Post 283 meeting,

members voted to give $5,000 to help sup-
port Post 155.
The response from Edson in an email was

immediate. “Your post is what the Ameri-
can Legion is all about. You can’t imagine
how this makes us feel. You guys are a god-
send. Thank you, and God bless everyone.”
Post 283 member Scott Erickson ran into

Department of Maine Commander Curtis
Merrill, who also happened to be a mem-
ber of Post 155 Naples, Post 123 Adjutant
Jared Morgan happened to be walking by
and took the photo and heard the story.
Merrill wrote Morgan afterwards, “Jared.

It was so good to meet you, after such a long
time. It is people like you that helps me keep
faith in mankind. Men like you are few and

far between.”
In an email shared with News, Merrill

said that after the National Convention, Post
155 had held a breakfast “I told the mem-
bers I met you at convention. We are look-
ing forward to you coming to see us on your
next visit to Maine. Please let me know
when you are coming for the members want
to meet you. Thanks again and look forward
to your next visit. Your friend and comrade
Curtis Merrill A.L. Post 155 Naples Me.”
Morgan responded, “This is what it’s all

about. As Scott likes to say, veterans helping
veterans.”

instructional in helping leaders navigate the
transition from 20th century bureaucracy
to 21st century complexity.”
Fussell earned a master’s degree in Irreg-

ular Warfare from the Naval Postgraduate
School and received the Pat Tillman Award
for highest peer-rated Special Operations
Officer in the program.
His master’s thesis focused on the inter-

agency collaboration and intelligence shar-
ing processes that drove effective collabora-
tion in the military during the Iraq and
Afghanistan wars.
SAL members who attended the talk re-

ceived a free book.
Visit: mcchrystalgroup.com

Two Posts Connect at Convention

Palisades Post 283
The American Legion

15247 La Cruz Drive
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272-3610

(310) 454-0527 • Fax: (310) 230-3980
Local website: www.post283.org

Department website: www.calegion.org
Email: palisadespost283@gmail.com

Post meets the 3rd Wednesday each month

POST 283 OFFICERS
Commander: Jere Romano

1st Vice Commander: Noe Aguirre
2nd Vice Commander: Sean Jones
Jr. Past Commander: Fred Votto
Finance Officer: Ted Howells
Historian:Michael Pleitz
Adjutant: Kevin Niles

Judge Advocate: Jay McCann
Chaplain: Joe Ramirez

Service Officer: Raymond Navarro
Sgt.-at-Arms: Concepcion Ortega

Asst. Sgt.-at-Arms:Michael Melechin
Executive Committee Members

Joseph McCann -3 David Borgeson -3
Everett Maguire -2 Kurt Hiete -2

Bob Ryan -1

STAFF
Editor: Sue Pascoe

Graphics Director:Manfred Hofer

PUZZLE SOLUTION

ed the model. The bureaucratic structure
created stability, scalability and predictabil-
ity. According to Fussell “bureaucracy was
the optimal solution for the time.”
That model didn’t take into account that

“human and environmental subjectivity can
quickly destroy teams’ sense of mission,” which
has become an issue over the last decades.
Fussell said that the increased widespread

access to high-speed information flow and
interconnecting technologies such as smart-
phones and social media platforms, make
not only war, but the corporate world
more complex.
“More actors and variables are entering

our environment, interacting in unpre-
dictable ways, challenging our old ways of
leading. And, as we found in the military,
complicated systems don’t do well in com-
plex environments.”
In his book, Fussell cites several events

that help prove his theory about the unpre-
dictabilty. Before Brexit, betting markets
were 88 percent sure that Britain would not
leave the European Union.
In October 2016, Colombian voters re-

jected a peace agreement that pollsters ex-
pected them to pass by a two to one margin.
And of course, none of the pollsters ex-

pected Donald Trump to become president.
The informational age has required a

change in not only the military, but also in the
corporate world, if one is to be successful.
Fussell said the military’s new model

shifted from talking about winning, but to
how it had to change operations in order
to win. In his book, he writes “In address-
ing the need for the Task Force’s teams to
demonstrate more informal interconnec-
tivity, defy tribal barriers and eschew re-
serve in favor of transparency.
“. . . Our narrative would be repeatedly,

incessantly broadcast into the rank and file
of our teams—through e-mail, in-person
visits and daily forums broadcast around
the world. Whenever one of us had a suc-
cessful operation derived from this new
type of behavior, our leadership would flag
it to the rest of the organization, maximiz-
ing the utility of our social learning.”
What Fussell learned on the battlefield

also applies to businesses. Tweets, emails,
Facebook, internet can go viral and can
cause businesses damage overnight. Tradi-
tional businesses, such as a brick and mor-
tar stores, now face businesses who don’t
have a storefront.
Doug McMillon, CEO of Walmart wrote,

“One Mission is required reading for any-
one leading people. Fussell’s vivid account
of how a “team of teams” model turned the
tide on the battlefield is both inspiring and

(Continued from Page 1)

Fussell
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Opening Night
The Fantasticks
8 p.m. (Theatre Palisades)

Dog Training
10 a.m.

The Fantasticks
8 p.m. (Theatre Palisades)

The Fantasticks
2 p.m. (Theatre Palisades)

Labor Day

Senior Exercise Class
10-10:45 a.m.

Chamber Speaker Series
7 p.m. (Woman’s Club)

BID
8:30 a.m. (Methodist Church)

Finance Meeting
10 a.m.

Legion Bingo
2 p.m. (Cal/Vet Home)

Senior Exercise Class
10-10:45 a.m.

Aux Bingo
2 p.m. (VA)

Masons
6 p.m. (Post 283)

The Fantasticks
8 p.m. (Theatre Palisades)

Dog Training
10 a.m.

The Fantasticks
8 p.m. (Theatre Palisades)

Champagne Brunch
10 a.m.

The Fantasticks
2 p.m. (Theatre Palisades)

Palisades Alliance for Seniors
“Normal Aging vs. Alzheimer's
Disease”
10:30 (Palisades Library)

Sports Night
4:30 p.m. (Post 283)

Senior Exercise Class
10-10:45 a.m.

Legion Bingo
2 p.m. (VA)
Chamber Mixer 5:30
(OneWest Bank)
ExCom AL/ALA
7 p.m.

SAL Ex-Board
7 p.m.

Senior Exercise Class
10-10:45 a.m.

Masons
6 p.m. (Post 283)

Community Council Meeting
7 p.m. (Palisades Library)

The Fantasticks
8 p.m. (Theatre Palisades)

Dog Training
10 a.m.

WW II Dedication
10:30 a.m. (Samohi)

The Fantasticks
8 p.m. (Theatre Palisades)

BBQ 40th ID Family Day (Los
Alamitos Joint Forces Base)

Juniors Bingo
2 p.m. (Cal/Vet Home)

The Fantasticks
2 p.m. (Theatre Palisades)

24th District Meeting
6 p.m. (Post 283)

Senior Exercise Class
10-10:45 a.m.

Legion News Deadline

Auxiliary/Legion
Dinner & Meeting
Boys and Girls State Reps
6 p.m.

Rosh Hashanah begins

Senior Exercise Class
10-10:45 a.m.

SAL Dinner/Meeting
6 p.m.

The Fantasticks
8 p.m. (Theatre Palisades)

First Day of Autumn

Dog Training
10 a.m.

The Fantasticks
8 p.m. (Theatre Palisades)

Post Family Picnic
(Camp Josepho)

Will Rogers Polo Tournament
10 a.m.

The Fantasticks
2 p.m. (Theatre Palisades)

Palisades Alliance for
Seniors “Sing Along!”

10:30 (Palisades Library)

Sports Night
4:30 p.m. (Post 283)

Civic League Meeting
7:30 p.m. (Methodist Church)

Senior Exercise Class
10-10:45 a.m.

Dr. Murphy speaks on PTSD
6 p.m. (Post 283)

Senior Exercise Class
10-10:45 a.m.

Masons
6 p.m. (Post 283)

Community Council Meeting
7 p.m. (Palisades Library)

The Fantasticks
8 p.m. (Theatre Palisades)

Yom Kippur begins

Dog Training
10 a.m.

The Fantasticks
8 p.m. (Theatre Palisades)

LOS ANGELES TIMES DAILY CROSSWORD PUZZLE
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis ACROSS

1 Branch

5 Advisory group

10 Big name in luxury retailing

14 About 30% of Earth’s land
area

15 More fitting

16 Thing with rings

17 Really bad béchamel?

19 Letters facilitating sorting

20 Unpaid stack for scofflaw
Aaron?

22 Something to stretch out on

25 Comedian dubbed “Mr.
Television”

26 Mitchell protagonist

27 Bone holders

30 With 61-Across, “Yer darn
tootin’!”

31 Seaweed for sushi

32 Puts down

35 What happens at the end of
a Manilow concert?

38 Most closely related

39 Educational period

42 Letters with Arizona or
Maine

45 Made tracks

46 One of composer John
Williams’ five

47 Harlem Renaissance writer
Zora __ Hurston

49 Does some lawn maintenance

51 Furry creature that isn’t cool?

55 Bee in Mayberry, e.g.

56 Convicted hastily and unfairly
. . . or, in a way, like the four
other longest puzzle answers?

60 It requires some effort

61 See 30-Across

62 Confucius, by reputation

63 See 29-Down

64 Fashionista’s concern

65 __-how

DOWN

1 __ Cruces

2 Prefix with metric

3 Defunct space station

4 Conan, for one

5 Iraqi port

6 Dazzling style

7 Vince Gill’s  “Look __”

8 Certain quadrilateral: Abbr.

9 Half of sechs

10 Simple sign holder

11 Major thoroughfare

12 Mother’s whistler?

13 Familiar fivesome

18 City about 150 miles east of
San Diego

21 NCIS airer

22 It’s other than hither

23 “So that’s your game!”

24 Apparel

27 Accumulated, with “up”

28 Many years

29 With 63-Across, “Is there
more?”

32 Decimated sea

33 Erato’s instrument

34 Assigns work (for), as students

36 Cite, with “to”

37 Religious subgroup

40 “Norma __”

41 Union title?

42 Risky

43 The Bourne Supremacy, e.g.

44 Hot spots

46 Dunked snack

48 Barista’s offering

49 “Over the Rainbow” composer

50 Misspoke, say

52 While lead-in

53 Cloudless

54 The Auld Sod

57 SNL castmate of Gilda and
Chevy

58 Swellhead’s problem

59 Wet blanket

By Jeffrey Wechsler ©2017 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 9/1/17 xwordeditor@aol.com


